ESSAY PLAN

	Essay question: Is Romeo genuinely in love with Juliet or is he merely infatuated? Discuss.



	Thesis statement: Romeo does not love Juliet. He is obsessed with the idea of being in love.



	Terms / concepts to be defined (if necessary)
	Definition
	Resources

	Infatuated


	Irrational passion
	Dictionary

	Arguments / Points


	Evidence / Example
	Explain / Explore

	· The beginning of the play presents Romeo as saddened, distraught and grieving over the rejection of his romantic overtures towards Rosaline.


	· Romeo’s reaction to Rosaline’s rejection: “She’ll not be hit with Cupid’s arrow.”(1.i. 206-207).
· “She will not stay the siege of [my] loving terms, Nor bide th’ encounter of assailing eyes, Nor ope her lap to saint seducing gold”(1.i. 210-213)
· “One fairer than my love? The all seeing sun ne’er saw her match since the world begun.”(1.ii. 94-95) 
· “I have a soul of lead.”(1.iv.15)
· “Under love’s heavy burden do I sink.”(1.iv.22)
	· Romeo has immediately established the extent of his affection for Rosaline. He presents his life as being an abject misery, punctuated by sighs, groans, tears and a generally morose demeanour.
· His reaction seems extreme and disproportionate. At no time had Rosaline shown an interest towards Romeo’s advances. 
· Romeo seems more concerned that Rosaline’s beauty will go to waste as she has sworn herself to eternal chastity. The connotation of this statement suggests that Romeo is only concerned about satisfying his primal needs. There is virtually no indication that he is at all concerned with how Rosaline may feel towards his advances. Thereby reflecting an essence of emotional immaturity and providing grounds that Romeo is a victim of physical infatuation rather than real love.

	· Romeo attends Capulet’s ball and observes Juliet for the very first time. Without a word being exchanged between the two, Romeo instantly declares his love for her. Rosaline is instantly forgotten, making the audience doubt Romeo’s sincerity when it comes to the issue of love. 

	· “O, she doth teach the torches to burn bright!”(1.v.44)
· “I ne’er saw beauty till this night.”(1.v.53)

· Mercutio: I conjure thee by Rosaline’s bright eyes, by her high forehead and her scarlet lip, by her fine foot, straight leg, and quivering thigh, and the demesnes that there adjacent lie.”(II.i.17-21)
	· After professing his absolute devotion to Rosaline through such deep soul felt exclamations to Benvolio and Mercutio, Romeo now focuses the very same energy into his declaration of love for Juliet. 
· Romeo’s excessive zeal and his flamboyant language, provides the audience with a direct parallel of his emotional state when comparing Rosaline and Juliet (i.e. his words of love appear to be rehearsed, artificial and thus devoid of genuine affection).
· Mercutio gives some confirmation and credibility to the assertion that Romeo loves with his eyes and not his heart. He mocks Romeo’s melodramatic display of a spurned lover; indicating that those close to Romeo do not regard his ‘soulful’ lamentations as those deserving serious consideration or empathy.
 

	· Romeo shows complete disregard for his safety by presenting himself to Juliet, whilst she is on the balcony. The desire to satisfy his lust blinds him to all other considerations.
· His recklessness culminates when he promises to marry Juliet. The haste of his decision and his inability / unwillingness to judge the impact it will have upon both in relation to the bitterness that divides the two families, is alarming rather than romantic. Romeo’s chronological age, and hopefully the wisdom acquired over those years, should have acted as a restraint for the 13 year old Juliet’s impetuous and potentially perilous haste to marry Romeo.

	· Juliet: “My ears yet have not drunk a hundred words of thy tongue’s uttering…”(II.ii.57-58)

· Romeo: “With Rosaline, my ghostly father? No I have forgot that name and that name’s woe.”(II.iii.45-46)
· Friar Laurence: “Is Rosaline, that thou didst love so dear, so soon forsaken? Young men’s love then lies not truly in their hearts, but in their eyes.”(II.iii.66-68)
· Romeo: “Thou chid’st me oft for loving Rosaline?”(II.iii.81) 

· Friar: For doting, not loving, pupil mine.”(II.iii.82)

· Romeo: She [Juliet] whom I love now doth grace for grace and love for love allow. The other [Rosaline] did not so.”(II.iii.85-87)

· Friar: “O, she [Rosaline] knew well thy love did read by rote, that could not spell.”(II.iii.88)                              
	· Romeo is presented as an individual who is besotted with ‘love’. His poetic declarations concerning the breadth and depth of his love for Juliet must be regarded as suspect. The audience has already seen how Romeo was so in ‘love’ with Rosaline. Yet on the point of seeing Juliet, Rosaline is forgotten. His demeanour changes instantly, even before a single word is exchanged with Juliet.
· One must then question that if Romeo’s affections for Rosaline are so easily abandoned, then how sincere is his affection for Juliet? Would he be expressing the very same sorrowful disposition if Juliet had also rejected him?
· Friar Laurence gives support to this speculation as he admonishes Romeo for “doting” [i.e. being infatuated] rather than loving.
· Romeo argues that his love for Juliet is deeper as she has responded to and returned his adoration.
· The wisely Friar attempts to make Romeo aware that Rosaline saw through Romeo’s hollow rote learned ‘pick up’ lines, whist the naïve and impressionable, Juliet could not.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Conclusion:



PAGE  
3

